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FIRST ELECTOR (atter defeat of the Suffrage A nendment at the New York polls): Well, mates, | 
"we've saved the home.” | 
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. HALL, WESTMINSTER. PROCEEDS TO 
‘VOTED TO U.S. WOMEN’S CLUB. (See page — 


U.S. WOMEN’S CLUB 


is For Relatives of Wemen's Club Members. whe are. 
Serving. with 


y Secretary, Miss M. R. Cochrane. Tel.: Hop 4172 
b evetiing meeting, but unfortunately our concert 


“forward so much to the Thursday night enter- 


VOTES FOR: WOMEN. 


December 3, 1915. 


SUFFRAGISTS 


27, Chancery Lane, London, W.C’ 


Telephone, 


Holborn 5880 are 


Colours: Purple, White and Orange 


Committee 
Miss Lena Ashwell 

Miss Bertha Brewster 

‘Mr. Albert Dawson 
Mr. Gerald Gould 

Mr. Charlies Gray 

Mrs. Agnes H. Harben | 
Mr. Henry W. Nevinson : 
Mr. John Seurr (Hon. Treas. pro tem.) 
Miss Evelyn Sharp 

Mrs. Elaine Whelen | 
Mrs. Ayrton Gould (Hon. Secretary) : 
Majer J. Gillespie (Hon. Treasurer) 


THE CAMPAIGN 


December 7.45 At Home, — 
Onward aildings, 207, Deansgate, hester. Speaker : 
Miss Emily Cox. 

Sunday, December 5; 3.30 p.m. — Open “Air 
Meeting.—Stevenson Square, Manchester. 


Sanday, December 5; 8 p.m.—Public Meeting.— 


Pankhurst Hall, Hightown, Manchester. Speaker: Mrs. 
Hope Merrick. 
Tuesday, December 7; 2.45 p.m.— Open Air 


Meeting.— Corner of Webber Street, 
Miss Mary Phillips. 

Taesday, December 7; 8 p. Meeting.— 
U.8. Women’s Club. Speaker : Mrs. Whelen. 


ew Cut. Speaker : 


Wednesday, December 8: Public 
Meeting.—Queen’s College, Birmingham. 
Friday, December 10; 7.30 p.m. — Public 


Meeting. — Spinners Hall, Bolton. Speaker: Miss 
Sylvia Pankhurst. Chair: Mr. Thompson, 


Wednesday, December 15; 8 p.m.—Members’ 
Meeting.—13, Suffolk Street, Birmingham. 


FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 AND 11; 
FROM 3 TO 10 P.4.—CHRISTMAS SALE.—CENTRAL 
BE DE- 


92, Borough Road, S.E. 


Mrs: Scurr came to speak at our Tuesday 
on Thursday fell through. Our members look 


tainment that we hate disappointing them. 
We. shall be so glad if any of our readers who 
are willing to come down to sing, play, or recite 
to our members will send their names to Miss 
L. Fox, 19, Hornton Street, Kensington, the 
Hon. Secretary of our Entertainment Com- 
mittee. 

Our club is quite transformed this week. 
There is an air of excitement and hard work, for 
we are all busy making flannel shirte and khak | 
handkerchiefs. Our members. round the 
club fire, and a great deal of hard work is got | 
through. One member hemmed six handker- 
chiefs in one afternoom and was ready to start}. 
some more the next day. When we have enough 

‘handkerchiefs for the sale, we hope to make 
some to send as Ghristmas presents to all the| 
soldiers and sailors om our Roll of Horour, in 
addition to some cigarettes and: sweets.- The 


subscription list is growing rapidly and many of} 


our members have promised a second subserrp-} 


tion next week. We are glad of all contribu-} so 


tions, however small, from our readers and 
friends. We wish to thank Mrs. Hasler for 5s. te; 
be spent on the Babies’ reom; Mrs, Marshall 
for 10s.;. Miss. Dalgliesh for cakes; . Miss 
Williams for papers; and Miss Mears for 
gramophone .records, which came just. at the 
right moment to give us a Gramophone Concert | 
on Thursday night. 


U.S. CHRISTMAS SALE 
December 10 and 11: 3-10 p.m. — Hons. Sale 
Secretary: Miss Brewster, U.S. Offices, 27. 
Chancery Lane, W.C. 


Bor full pertiouars of this important event 
see page 77. 


CHRISTMAS "PRESENTS FUND 


the Navy oz Army — 
This is a fund, subscribed to by members of 


hoped to send a Christmas present to every 
‘soldier or sailor who is a husband, father, 
brother, son, or sweetheart of any meniber of 
the Club. Will our readers subscribe ! 


RECEIVED 


AMERSHAM AND CBESHAM U.S... 
Hon. Sec.: Mrs. “ Fieldtop,” 
 Antersham Common 

Good friends (not yet members) are doing their 
best to give help for our stall. Will this inspire 
members to tally round us by sending what they 
can and urging their friendé to meet at the sale on 
December 
minster? This is 4 rare opportunity to do a very 
-big bit or a very wee bit for this work. 


BIRMINGHAM U.S. 


Organiser : Miss Elizabeth Jenkins, 
13, Suffolk Street 


| He'pers are wanted to work up the meeting at 
Queen’s College on December 8, and volunteers are 
wanted for the oster which will leave the 
office at 3 o’cloc December 3, 4, 6, and 8. The 
next members’ rection will be held at the office 
on Wednesday, December 15,: as this will be the 
last meeting before the holidays. Members are | 
asked to make. a special effort to attend. 


“GLASGOW U.S. 
Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Kelsall, 29, Queensborough 
Gardens 


A committee meeting was held at Dr. Chalmers 
Smith’s. on Tuesday; and a very interesting dis- 
eussion on infant mortality and preventative 
measures, such as the starting of baby clinics in 
the East End, took place. It was decided that Dr. 
Chalmers Smith, Kelsall, and Mrs. 
should sent as delegates to interview ; 
Chalmers, the Medical Officer of Health for Glas- 
gow: and he kindly accorded them an audience or 
idav, 26th inst. The deputation was introduced 
by Miss Barker, an official héalth visitor, and Dr. 
mers gave us a most courteous hearing, 
Referenes: was made by him to the fact that the 
Scottish. Midwives’ Bill has ‘just been read for the 
second time, and .the passing of this Bill (which 
has been sRelved so many times) will be a great 
help to the Scottish Health authorities. The 
powers of the Registratiom Act were then dis 
cussed, ahd it was decided that the Se U.S, 
should endeavour to be represented o e Local 
Committee whieh is being 
schemes dealing with the welfare of mothers and 
children. At our committee meeting ‘tt. was. also 
decided that Mrs. Crawfurd should 2 esent the 
Society at Bailie Alston’s funeral, taking with 
her a wreath in the U. S. colours, in appreciation 
of the splendid work which he has always done for 
the cause of women... , 


KENSINGTON 


Hon. Sec., Miss Postlethwaite, Earl's Court 
Road, W. Telephone: 926 


Among Mrs. Cobden Hirst’s guests at the At 
Home on Thursday, December 2, are a number of 

soldiers from the Endell Street. Hospital. It is 
hoped all the hostesses will do their best to bring 
frends and so make the afternoon a success. Mrs. 
Hutt reports having received between 40 and 50 
acceptances; Miss Rock and Miss Olver, two er 
the hostesses, have generously given 2s. 6d. each 
towards the tea; and many thanks are due to Miss 
‘Somers: for her welcome gift of Ilb of farmhouse 
‘butter.. The Christmas Sale will seen take: place. 
Gifts for the Card and Calendar Stall’ are stil 


wanted, 
LIVERPOGL. U.S. 

Wen. See. Miss Isobel Buxton. 111, Queen’s Road 
| fox Equal work meet- 
ing, carly m the New Year. We. wont. 
big, meeting of it, and shall invite all interested 
} societies to jom up. We need funds in hand for 
this and our ether winter work. and shall be grate- 
ful for any donations. The Hon. Sec. hopes to 
‘meet. the members at the Suffrage Club. the first 


‘| Thursday in each month, 8 p.m., at 18, Colquitt’ 


Street. Will those not yet known make a point 
of themselves ? 
MANCHESTER U.S. 
Onward Buildings, 207, Deansgate. 
Hon, Sec., Miss. Hope Hampson 


8. 8. d.} 
Miss V. Ballantyne.. @| Misael. Osborn . 0 3| 
Miss Cochrane .... 5 Mrs, Simmonds .... @ me 
Mrs. Frenchorn «++» O 6|Miss Simmonds .... O 2 
Miss Gould .+...... 0 @| Miss Evelyn Sharp.. 5 0 
Mrs. Hampshire,... Mrs, Tate ........ 0 2 
Mrs. Hutt.........6 0 1|Mrs. Watts ........ 0 6 
Mrs. Jackson ..... » O. 2| Miss Walford ...... 2 0 
Miss Joachim....... 1 0 
Miss H. Kiddell .... 0 3 -— 
Mrs. McCall......... 5 @} 19 1 


0 and 11 at the Central Hall, West-| 


| Graham’ s speech, and at the end of ag meeting 


to organise the se and hope ail those who 
with the forthcomin 


The U.S. were re resented on the com- 
mittee of the conference, and signed a joint Maal 
to be sent to: members of the Cabi t, &c.; 

that the Franchise for Maa ‘be incladedt in the 
measure when introduced. id 


= 


“ VOTES. FOR: WOMEN” FUND 
Donations Received up to November 27, 1915 


8. d. 7 £ 5. d. 
Already acknow- Miss Joachim ... 12.10 0 
ledged ..... -«+-1,878 19 0} Proceeds of 
M. Meetings 4 O11 
Chadwick 1 1 Mrs. Prothero... 5'°0 0 
Miss Ada E. - Miss J. M. Reed 0 5 0 
Farmer 0 5 0} Mrs. Richmond. 010 0 
Mr. and Mrs. ‘Miss E.Treherne -0 2 6 
Gerald Gould 25 0 0 . 
Miss Winifred £1.92718 5 
Holiday 0 5 0 


WOMEN’S CLUB FUND 
Donations Received up to November 27, 1915 


£s. 

acknowledged eeteee 301 3 5 

Club Receipts ities 015.6 
Miss Ads E. 0 6 O 
: £302 13 11 


KNITTED COATS FOR 
GIFTS, 


Ne 


and breaaet- péerier quality yarn, usua 

sold fer 52/6. Imlight saxe, navy, tangerine, sare, 
pink, biscuit, cinnamom, purple, gold, apri- 
cot, royal, violet, tomato, turquoise, sp 2 1 / 
rose. Ne white or black. Special v 


Debenhom@Frecbody 
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the U.S. Women’s Club, as well as members and 
_friends.of the U.S., by means. of which. it. is. 


The United Suffragists opened their campaign in 
the slums ou Wednesday. axgning, ‘Now ember 24,. 


Wigmore Street. 
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DEDICATION 
To the brave women who to-day are fighting 
fer freedom: to the noble women who all down 
the ages the flag flying and iooked for- 
ward to t day without seeing it: to all 


women all over the world, of whatever race, or 
creed, or calling, whether they be with us or 
against us in this fight, we dedicate this paper 


THE OUTLOOK 

With the new Drinking Order, which came 
into effect last Monday, we may hope to 
have ‘seen the last of the attempt to differ- 
entiate between women and men.in the actual 
making of regulations to restrict the sale of 
intoxicating liquor. So long as these do not 
penalise one sex only—and that the less intem- 


 ‘perate of the two—we are ready to welcome 


them as a long-delayed instalment of temper- 
ance reform, which, we venture te think, would 
mot have had to wait upon a European war if 
the women of this country had been enfranchised 
as well as the men, 
The Attack Upen Women Who Drink 

_ At the same time, merely to deny to the people 
one. of their chief modes of refreshment does 
not seem to us a particularly intelligent or help- 


ful piece of legislation, unless it is followed up 


by some attempt on the part of the Government 
to provide them with decent and real “ public” 
houses, where men and women and children can 
meet together and obtain refreshment without 
being .compelled to indulge only” in alcoholic 
drink, and that often of an injurious quality 
conducive to drunkenness. We-think that men 
and women together, both armed with the vote, 
would be able to effect. temperance reform that 
is constructive as well as destructive, And in 
this connection we should hke to point out that 
even under present unfavourable conditions, 
every woman (or man, for-that matter) who 
comes out of a public-house i is not mecessarily a 
drunkard, has not even necessarily been drink- 
ing at at all. A great many~’women, now that: 


_ children are forladden to enter these places, go: 


‘to the publicshouse to fetch the beer for their! 
thusband’s or son’s dinner. And when investi-: 
gators like the Rev. Henry Carter, whose figures! 
‘we discussed a fortmght age, makes the.discovery, 


_——as we believe he has at last succeeded in, 


doing in one district—that more women than’ 


* men are to be found in a public-house, may we 


suggest to him, in addition to the qualifying’ 


, circumstances mentioned above, that at all times 


there are moré women than men in the country, 
and that during a war this preponderance is 


~ ‘naturally many times more noticeable? 


The Parliament and Registration Bill | 
At the time of gomg to press no fresh particu- 


jars were available of the Government's post- 


poned Parliament and Registration Bill, and no 
announcement had been made as to the date of 
its introduction. Rumours have been rife dur- 
ing ‘the week as to its possible provisions, and 
‘we deal with these rumours and their relation to 
the future of Woman Suffrage in our leading 
article tin this issue, in which we also quote the 
ion of the Nation that a 
settlement of the anchise “will have to 
include a Woman’s’ Enfranchisement Bill.” 


- Those of our readers who have not seen last 


Saturday’s Herald should make a point at once 
of reading the vigorous and outspoken leading 
article in that journal, demanding the settle- 
ment of the women’s question. Suffragists have 
been roused, in fact, all over the sun by 
the mere suggestion ‘that more votes ma Be 
given to men, while women are left still voteless ; 

and we give some account, on page 78, of the 
action that has been taken by the United 
Suffragists and other Suffrage Societies to give 
effect to this Indignant™apprehension. 


. Underpaid Women's Work 
In an admirable article in thé Daily News, 
last Monday, Miss Mary Maearthur forcibly puts 
the case for the amendment of the Munitions 
Act, in the imterests of: the women.. She gives 
instances of such sweated wages as those in “a 
certain southern town,” where the fair rate for 
woman is considered to be 7s. and 8s. weekly — 


} And there is danger that under the Munitions Act 


such sweating may be stereotyped by legal sanction. 
Miss Macarthur further deals with the neces- 
sity for an amendment of the Act to make arbi- 
tration compulsory in the event of a dispute 
between the women and their employers. At 
present, where a powerful men’s orgamisation 
demands arbitration, this is conceded within 
twenty-one days ; with the women the thing 
may drag on indefinitely. Finally, she gives 
again the case quoted in our leading article last 
week, of the girls who were at first refused their 
leaving certificates because, for want of a woman 
assessor in the Munitions Court, they were un- 
able to make it clear that it was on account of 
the gross insults of a foreman that they would 
not return to work. Sheadds the further shame- 
ful detail that the girls lost.a week’s work in any 
case, and were refused costs because “the girls 
had got their certificates, and surely they should 
be content”! Yet we believe that the average 
person is still under the impression that every 
woman munition maker has been placed on an 
with the men. 


Child Labour 
‘Until it has been estabhshed beyond proof 
that all the available adult woman’s labour has 
been absorbed, we think it most regrettable that 
public men should continue to advocate the em- 
ployment on the land of boys ef school age. In 
the House of Lords, last’ week, Lord Selborne 
is reported to have said that “ he was quite clear 
that it was moré important that all the, chil- 
dren who were physically strong enough to do 
so shouldbe allowed to go out to work on the 
land than thet they should “continue in 
school” ; and Lord Lansdowne, although admit- 
ting that the matter was “ rightly left to 
the local education authorities, ” said that the 
employment of boys was “an experiment we 
should all like to see tried.” Lord Lansdowne 
spoke, we presume, for the House of Lords ; 
for we refuse to believe that the country wishes 
to see the experiment tried of mortgaging the 
future physical and menta: strength of the 
nation. For this is what child labour means, 
from any sentimental objection we may 
have to the exploitation of ‘childhood. And as 
long as our political leaders talk in this callous, 
way of the employment of boys under fourteen, 
it is not surprising that firms doing Government 
work should feel justified in workmg girls of 
fourteen and fifteen for sixteen hours at a 
stretch, including night work—a fact which was 
elicited in o hearing of a summons brought 
against a glass manufacturer, we are glad to 
note, by the Home Office, of which we give 


particulars on page 79. 


United Suffragists and their Club - 

Although we know that clubs are only pallia- 
tives, and that the State ought to provide decent 
homes and decent pwblic-houses for the workers 
of the country, we venture to remind our readers 
of the United ‘Suffragists’ Women’s Club at, 92, 
Borough Road, Southwark, which was o 
a year ago to provide a cheerful and comfortable 
club-house for women and girls, where they can 
meet and talk, and read the papers, and hear the 
war news, and buy good refreshments at cost 
price, with an occasional concert or Suffrage 
meeting thrown in. A Christmas Sale in aid of 
the Club funds is to be held on Friday and 
Saturday in next week, December 10 and 11, at 
the Central Hall, Westminster, of which full 
particulars will be found elsewhere. We appeal 
confidently to all who read this, to help that 
Sale in one or more ef the ways indicated on 
page 77; for the Olub has done much to help 
many women who have cause for sorrow and 
anxiety in these tragic days, and to provide 
healthy recreation for hard-worked factory girls, 
who would otherwise be driven to less wholesome 
places in search of distraction. Lady Cowans, | 


| whose husband, Major-General Sir John Steven | 


| Cowans, K.C.B,, 


is ' already known to our 
readers as Quartermaster-Geferal of the Forces, 
has kindly consented to open the Sale on 
December 10, at 3.30. 


| | Items of Interest | 

United Suffragists know the name and 
Suffrage work of Miss Postlethwaite far too well 
not to sympathise deeply with her in the loss of 
her nephew, who twice rode a distance of 100 
miles to the coast, from his Australian ranch, to 
enlist, and was finally sent to the Dardanelles, 
where he has just been killed. 

A Northern manufacturer, quoted. in. .an 
article by “A. G. G.” in the Daily News, says of 
women’s war work : 
changed finally and absolutely, and we 
among other things, regard the question 
suffrage as settled.” It is pleasant to discover 
that we have won the vote, as M. Jourdain 
spoke prose, without knowing it. 

Women motor-van drivers are much wanted, 
according to the Z'imes, which also states that 
for one firm in London. women are satisfactorily 
driving four-ton lorries, 

The London County Council have now en- 
gaged women as tram-car drivers as well as 
conductors. "Women conductors are also to be 
employed shortly, for the first time, at Stock- 


port and at Liverpool, and will receive the same. - 


wages as those of men. 
Professor Ramsay Muir, lecturing at Ancoats, 
last week, on “The Greatest of Wars,” said 


that certain great movements were now in ges 
and the first of these was the cause of rea - 


government—the government. of the people b 
the people. Women must save this cause at 
costs, 


Dr. Louis C. Parkes, speaking at the Royal ° 


Sanitary Institute, London, estimated ‘the total 
destruction of life in Europe in two years of 
war at nearly 20,000,000 persons. It is scarcely 
surprising that, women should demand a voice 
in public affairs before & peace is concluded that 
may possibly lay the foundations of another war, 

Miss Alberta Reed, the first woman to.act as 


official tea taster for the United States, is.said 


to condemn more tea every week than was ever 
thrown into Boston harbour. We wish she 
could come over here and test some of the tea 
that has been on the market since the war tax 
was put on. 

Mr. Will Crooks, ‘M.P., in ‘the course of an 
article in the Daily ' Sketch, says: “ There is less 
drunkenness than before the war. My experi- 
ence in the trips I have made is that children 
are better cared for, and the women are more 
decent and clean.” 

Mr. Robert Parr, director of the N.S.P.C:C., 
spoke at Oldham, last Saturday, of the “rash 
and unwarranted statements with _Tegard to 
excessive drinking women.’ Making 
allowance for the large number of married men 
enlisted, the proportion of women drinkers was 
comparatively small, and of these the greater 
/number were-habitual drinkers before the war. 

Mrs. Bramwell ‘Booth said at the .annual 
gathering of the social workers of the Salvation 
Army, in the Whitehall Rooms, that one or twe 
‘soldiers’ wives had been admitted into the 
Army’s inebriates’ homes, but the statements 
concerning the drunkenness of women had ‘been 
much exaggerated, 


BAILIE JAMES ALSTON, J.P. 
The death of Bailie Alston, J.P., is a real logs 


to the Suffrage movement, and will be felt by 


all Suffragists, many of whom will remember 
him as leader of the famous deputation of 
Scottish Bailies to the Prime Minister, in July, 
1913. Bailie Alston again came to London ie 
plead the woman’s cause, in February, 1914, 


when he spoke at the meeting of the Northern - 


Men's Federation in the Memorial Hell. He 


was a prominent member‘ of the N.M.F., his 
position as a distinguished Glasgow Town Coun- 


cillor and prospective Labour’ candidate adding 


greatly to the value of his advocacy off Woman | 


Suffrage. His namé will be long remembered 


and his presence greatly missed in the fight for 
freedom that still lies before us. 


“ The status of woman has 
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- Artectes and News contributed for msertion 
4a VOTES FOR WOMEN should be sent go 
The Editors, VOTES“¥OR WOMEN, 
Chancery Lanéy,W.C., at the earliest possible 
date, and in tio case later than first post 
Monday morning prior to the publication of 
the paper. 

The Editors cannot hold themselves in any 

' way responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts, though they will endeavour as 
far as possible to return them when requested 

if stamps for postage are enclosed. MSS. 
vhould, sf possible, be typewritten. 


By MARY RICHARDSON. 


A Novel, with mystival insight into the 
character. of ‘a super-woman, that will 
interest all Suffragists and cause Anti- 
—Suffragists: to recognise a new foe in 
Miss Richardson's fiction. 


| Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton Kent &Co. 


LONDON, EC. 
AND AT ALL BOOKSHOPS AND LIBRARIES. 


BOOKS WHICH MAKE FOR 
Bend a for band: HEALTH AND 
HAPPINESS 


HEALTHY LIFE BEVERAGE BOOK. By Valentine 

eto. A remarkable and invaluable compendium of 
nutritive, refreshing, curative, and tonic liquids, An encyclo- 
peedia of useful facts. Ils. net. Postage 24. 

INVIGESTION: ITS CAUSE AND CURE. By H. Valentine 
L.2.6.P, 2nd Edition. pees up @ new era in rational curative 
methods. ls. net. Postage 2a. 

ONIONS AND CRESS. By H. Valentine Knagge, L.82.0.P. Ind 
Edition. interesting folk-lore and valuable information concern- 
ing these two priceless purifiers of the blood. 64, net. Postage ld. 


_ C. W. DANIEL, Ltd., 
Amen Corner, 
London, E.C. 


| THE 
. HEALTHY LIFE, 


Sane, Lively, Interesting, 


Aims at uniting all that makes for 
thy living. 


ONE PENNY, POCKET SIZE. 


On sale at all Bockstalls. Get 
ac opy to-day, or send ls. 6d. to 
the blisher for a year’s post 
{ree supply. 


Now READ 
Volume VIII. 


“VOTES FOR WOMEN” 
Price 10/6. Post Free 11/6. 
ORDER AT. ONCE 


From the Publisher, ‘* Votes for Women,” 27, 
Chancery Lane, London, W.C. ~ 


WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE. 


PUBLIC. MEETING 
ST. CEORCE’S VESTRY HALL, Hart St., Bloomsbury, W.C. 
(Entrance in Litile Russell Street), 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, DEC. 8, at 3.30. 


Speakers: Mr. Grorce Francis, on ‘‘ Food Adultera- 
tion and Infant Mortality ’’: Miss Boye. 


ADMISSION FREE. 
Farther particulars from W.F.L., 144, High Holborn, W.C. 


—W. CLARKE & SON’S 


Celebrated Coals. 
ALL RELIABLE’ QUALITIES 


95, QUEEN'S ROAD, Bayswater, W. 


ESTABLISHED 1842. Telephone; 3565 Park. 
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position to the cause of Woman Suffrage. Un- 


BY | which every part of the nation-has made such 


| question is legitimate only df it is the whole 


| that it should be contemplated at a time when the 


ters. To enlarge the registers‘means trouble and 
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| FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1915. 


A CALL | 
TO SUFFRAGISTS 


The Government’s Parliament and Registra- 
tion Bill has not been introduced, as these words 
are written, but it appears clear that the main 
reason of its sudden postponement last week was 
the Unionist objection to the position in which 
the proposed prolongation of the existing 
Parliament would have left the Plural Voting 
Bill. It will be remembered thatthe Unionist 
objection to this Bill was, all along, that 
its passage without a redistribution of electoral 
areas would give a party advantage to the 
Liberals at the polls. It is now said, and on 
apparently good authority, that the difficulty 
may be met by fashioning an agreed measure, 
or, perhaps, two agreed measures, which shall 
put an end to the plural vote on the one side, 
and give redistribution on the other: and which, 
possibly, will also enfranchise everybody who 
has served in the Army or Navy during the war. 

Now, whether these franchise changes are 
brought about now, or at the end of the war and 
before the next General Election, the resulting 
position will be not merely difficult. but dangerous 
—more dangerous, we believe, than any recent 


less the Suffrage societies speak out now, they 
may find themselves betrayed in so wholesale a 
manner and to so deadly an effect that all the 
long record of past. betrayals will appear insigni- 
ficant by comparison. Under cover of the war, 
which we are told is waged for freedom, and for 


terrible sacrifices, the enemies of freedom at 
home may score such a triumph as will go far to 
render useless the sacrifices made for freedom, 
whether in the war or in the long struggle for 
the enfranchisement of women. Let us explain : 

Unless we are to have a general election in 
the midst of war, a Bill must be passed to pro- 
long the life of this Parliament; which otherwise 
would, by the provisions of the Parliament Act, 
be unable to sit after January, 1916. But to 
make the occasion one for raising the franchise 


franchise question which is to be raised. If the 
removal of the alleged electoral anomalies as 
they at present affect men is to mean, not the 
removal, but the sctting-up, of a barrier against 
Woman Suffrage, it is intolerable that the thing 
should be contemplated, and doubly intolerable 


common sacrifice makes any partisan injustice 
show like a blasphemy as well as an outrage. To 
alter for the worse the status of women in 
Great Britain is to level a direct and deliberate 
taunt at every woman of Great Britain who is 
labouring in hospital or factory or office—at 
every British wife who is mourning for her hus- 
band, and every British mother who_ is 
mourning for her son. 
And the peint is this. When one class of the 
community is excluded from rights, every .ac- 
cession of rights to the rest emphasizes that 
exclusion. Especially is this so in electoral mat- 


expense; to redistribute them means trouble 


operate over 


and expense. The whole gigantic fcrce of 


inertia is used, after any measure of electoral 


rchange, to resist a further change for a number 


of ‘years, though; of course, this‘law does not 

indefinite periods. But, 
everyone with any. practical knowledge of 

politics. knows, manhood suffrage might 

mean an intolerable, an‘*unthinkable, delay. 

The enfranchisement of soldiers ‘and ‘ sailors, 

added to the already existing enfranchisement of 

most other men, would: practically be manhood 

suffrage. We do notsay that, on its own merits, 

this is not an excellent proposal: but, by ex- 

cluding the service of women from its definition 

of “service,” and by increasing the male vote 

while it ignored the claims and demands of 

women, it, would insult half the nation and de- 

grade the whole. And it would postpone the 

chances of woman suffrage for years. So, in a 
less degree, would the scheme of “ no-plural-" 
voting” plus redistribution; for that too, by 

altering the registers without including women 

in them, would make it doubly hard to secure a 

further alteration for the inclusion of women. 

On what principle, it may be wondered, will 
it be possible to exclude women from any fe- 
arrangement of the franchise? Lord Haldane, 
in. answer to a question at a public meeting, sent 
the written answer: “I fear there is no chance 
of the Suffrage question coming up effectively in 
Parliament just now. The Government are 
pledged not to introduce any contentious 
measure until the war is over, and no Franchise 
Bill could,. concistently with this pledge, be 
allowed to be modified ‘by the introduction of a 
Woman Suffrage améndment.’’ What a strange 
view of “contentiousness!’’ There are two pos- 
sible meanings of the word “ contentious” in 
this connection. The Government pledge might 
mean that no legislation would be introduced 
which was contentious as between Liberals and 
Unionists. If this was what the pledge meant, 
there is no reason for keeping out Woman 
Suffrage, the chief obstacle to which in the past 
has been the fact that, neither party -was solid 
for or against it. Indeed, a Coalition Govern- 
ment provides precisely the right machinery for, 
dealing with Woman Suffrage on a “ non-con- 
tentious” basis. Again, the Government pledge 
might mean that no legislation would be intro- 
duced which would rouse serious opposition of 
feeling in the House or the country. If that 
was the pledge, it has been broken repeatedly. 
Moreover, a Suffrage measure which did not deal 
with women would: in that case be the most 
contentious thing possible, as it would rouse to a 
passion of resentment every self-respecting 
woman and every fair-minded man in the 
country. So on this interpretation as onthe 
other, there is nothing in the Government 
pledge that could possibly justify a Franchise 
Bill which excluded women, 

It comes’ then to this—that, if women are ex- 
cluded from such a Government Bill, it will not 
be in consequence of any pledge or in allegiance 
to any principle. It will be because they are 
women, and becauss Anti-Suffragists exploit the 
patriotic devotion of women and insult their 
votelessnecs by chocsing a time of national stress 
and common sorrow to erect a new’ barrier 
against equality at home. The danger is great, 
whether Plural Voting ‘and redistribution be 
treated separately from the “‘service”’ vote, or 
together with it. Any change in the Franchise 
which ignores women will weaken the women’s 
chance. “Surely,” said the Nation last week, 
“it is not too late to come to an honourable 
understanding cn the Suffrage, which (be it well 
noted) will have to include a Woman’s Enfran- 
chisement Bill.” That is the demand that the 
Suffrage Societies must unite to make if their 
long toil is not to be frustrated, if their passion- 
ats hopes are not to be degraded to despair. 
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The war has been so long with’ us that every- 
thing that happened before it began seems lost 
"in the prehistoric past, It is only with an effort 
of memory that wé bring ourselves back to the 
dlays when the political struggle was still upper- 
most in the public mind. Yet it is less than 
three years since the Government nearly went 
4o shipwreck over their Franchise Bill, and only 
emerged from the storm by a shameless breach 
of faith with the women of the country. Since 
‘then the whole world has been turned upside 
down. The ballot has been forgotten. While 
men have exchanged it for bullets, women have 
. been given, instead, billets. | 
- There are some former suffrage advocates 
who are by no means displeased with the change. 
To them woman suffrage made its principal 
appeal as a bread-and-butter question. If 
women had the vote, that would enable them 
to break down the barriers to many employ- 
ments and to get wages equal, or more nearly 
equal, to those commanded by men. The war 


seems to them fo be achieving the ‘came result | 


in a different way. They see one by one the 
occupations hitherto reserved for men—on the 
railways, in the transport services, in shops and 
restaurants, in engineering works and _ else- 
where—being entered by women. And though 
they know many women are doing a man’s work 
for a fraction of his wages, yet they are con- 
-tent because there are many women earning 
. better money than they ever did before. 


_ Equality the Essential Thing 


There are some of us who are by no means so 
satisfied. We are glad, of course, that women’s 
opportunities of employment are being enlarged. 
We are glad that some women are making 
better money. But we do not in the least re- 
gard these things as a substitute for the ballot 
tor which we have fought. Much as we want 
women to have the vote for what it can do for 
them in the matter of employment, much as we 
want it for what it can enable them to do for 
-men and women and children in matters of 
legislation, we want it far more because of the 
fundamental meaning which its possession 
carries with it. We want women to be en- 
franchised in order that they may receive thereby 
the hall-mark of absolute equality with men. 

This question of equality is, in our minds, 
the very essence of the position. Hitherto there 
has been one dominant sex and one subject sex. 
Men and boys have been regarded as “ the race,” 
women and girls as subordinate beings, entitled 
only to such opportunities of life as are not in- 
consistent with their ministrations to men. 
From this original inequality all sorts of false 
values have sprung up. Property has been 
counted of more value than life. War has been 
resorted to as a means of settling differences of 
interest. Education has been of the wrong sort. 
It is time that once for all this dogma of in- 
equality was broken up, and in «its place was 
established the supreme truth of the equal 
sovereignty of the two halves of the human race: 

From this standpoint we view the events of 
the present time with far less complacency. We 
see that women are being admitted to hitherto 
forbidden employments. not because they are 
regarded as the equals of men, but because they 
are regarded as inferiors. The common view 
is that the ecsential service to be rendered to-day 
to the country is soldiering. This only the men 
can give. The women, it is said, since they 
can’t do the really important thing, can either 
be nurses or can to some extent act as stop- 
gaps for the men who have been taken away. 
Thus the present position is not an approach to 
equality, but a substitution of one kind of in- 
equality for another. 
In opposition to this line of thought there will 
be no doubt some who will say, “It is mére 
important to get comerete advantages than a, 


By F. W. Pethick Lawrence 


theoretical equality.” But without this funda- 
mental pat even the concrete advantages 
have no stability or permanence. We are at 
this very: moment threatened with a new 
Franchise Bill which will give more votes to men 
while still withholding them from women. This 


| Bill, if carried, will place women in a worse 


position than ever. And what of their industrial 
employment? How will it be when the war is 
over, when men come back from the army and 
from the arsenals and demand reinstatement! 
If women are still counted as inferiors in spite 
of all their sacrifices and labours, if they are 
still voteless, their plight will be bad indeed. 


What, then, must women do? They must be 


vigilant ‘and active. They must not allow any 
injury to women to be done without vigorous 


protest. They must insist upon the new regis- ~ 


tration Bill being amended so as to enfranchise 
women, or.at least so: as to give no additional 
franchise to men. They must support to the 
utmost of their power those organisations of 
women and those suffrage newspapers which are 
still fighting the battle for women. And’ last, 
but. not least, they must in their own persons 
refuse to accept any employment except at ade- 
quate remuneration, 


Real Patriotism 


Such action is highly patriotic. For nothing 
is of greater danger to our nation in its own 
hour of peril than the persistence of false values, 
and nothing of greater safety than the evolu- 


| tion of a healthy and upstanding womanhood. 


CHRISTMAS SALE 


In Aid of the U.S. Women’s Club in Southwark 


FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 AND II: 3-10 P.M. 


Admission: 3 to 6 p.m., 6d.; 6 to I0 p.m., Free 


IN THE CENTRAL 


To be opened on December 


Our readers are reminded that next Friday 
will‘ be the opening day of our two-days’ Christ- 
mas Sale in aid of the United Suffragists’ 
Women’s Club, at 92, Borough Road, South- 
wark, S.E. MAKE A NOTE OF THESE 
TWO DATES, AND TELL ALL YOUR 
FRIENDS TO DO THE SAME. 

The Way to the Hall. — The Central, Hall, 
Westminster, is in Broad Sanctuary, close to 
Westminster Hospital, and opposite Dean’s 
Yard. Omnibuses. running between Victoria 
and Charing Cross pass close to the door. 
Nearest Underground stations: Westminster 
Bridge, and St. James’s Park. . 

Tickets, 6d. each, can be obtained beforehand 
from Miss Brewster, United Suffragists, 27, 
Chancery Lane, W.C., or at the door. 

To Those Sending Goods | 

All articles intended for the stalls (see list 
below), unless sent privately to the several stall- 
holders, must be sent addressed clearly to Miss 
Brewster, United Suffragists, 27, Chancery 
Lane, W.C., and in either caso must arrive not 
later than Thursday, December 9. 

Perishable goods for the food stall must reach 
Miss Brewster on Thursday, December 9. 

Flowers should be sent to thé Central Hall, 
Westminster, on the days of the Sale. 

‘To Those Attending the Sale 

Bring all the money you can spare. You will 
get. it back in two ways :— 

1. In the pleasure of knowing that you are 
helping to bring healthy enjoyment of mind and 
bedy to the women and girls of South London, 
many of them real sufferers from the war. 

2..In the actual goods you buy; for this is a 
Useful Sale, and vou will be able to buy there 
what you really want, from your Christmas 
dinner to your butter and cheese for the week ; 
from a child's frock to a book for a Christmas 
present. 

We do not ask you to waste your money. 
We ask you to come and buy at our Sale what 
you would have to buy in any case. | 

SOMETHING ABOUT TRE SALE 

Among the attractions will be a palmist, per- 
haps two palmists. You can invite your friends 
to meet you there at tea or a light supper. A 
number of wounded ‘soldiers from the Endell 
Street Military Hospital (which is staffed en- 
tirely by women) will be the guests of the United 
Suffragists. 

The Sale will also form a meeting ground for 


HALL, WESTMINSTER 


10, at 3.30, by Lady Cowans 


many Suffragists who, as a rule, are too busy 
to find time for rallies of this kind. 
Other Societies 

The following Societies have replied to our 
offer of co-operation, and will be represented at 
the Sale by stalls, the proceeds of which will 
be devoted to their own funds: The Forward 
Cymric Suffrage Union (Hon. Sec., Mrs. Man- 
sell Moullin, 69, Wimpole Street, WY; the 
‘Church League, the Free Church League; the 
Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society, the 
Women’s. Freedom League, the East London 
Federation of the Suffragettes, the Actresses’ 
Franchise League, the Women Writers’ Suf- 
frage League (Stationery Stall), and the Inter- 
national Suffrage Shop. : 


STALLS 
The following are the U.S. stall-holders : — 
Books. — Mrs. Robert Lynd and Miss A. Craies. 
Sweets. — Mrs. Goodman. 


Blouses and Children's Clothes.— Mrs. Elaine 
Whelen. 


Toys.— Mrs. Hutt. 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Comforts. —Mrs. Davies. 
—- Cards and Calendars. — Kensington 


Useful Articles.— Amersham U.S. 

Farm Produce and Food Stall.— Miss Metcalfe. 

Refreshments. — Miss Walford. 

Parcels.— Miss Young. 

Some of the Articles you are asked to send 
on or before December 9 . 

Books (children’s and grown-up), Christmas 
Cards, Calendars, Diaries, Indelible Pencils, 
Notepaper; Toys, small Shaving Mirrors. 

Food: Tinned Fruits and other foods for 
soldiers at the Front. All:kinds of Farm Pro- 


Flowers, Cheese, Cakes, Bread, Sweets. 
Blouses, Children’s Clothes, Aprons, Overalls,. 

Khaki pocket-handkerchiefs. 
Knitted Garments, Sccks, Comforters, Mit- 

tens. 

ALL THESE ARE URGENTLY WANTED. 
IF YOU-CANNOT SEND US GOODS, 

SEND US MONEY 


Thanks!) 
Thanks are warmly accorded to the following : 
Miss Eleanor Tyrrel,» books; Miss Allen, 
babies’ clothes; Mrs. Ratcliffe, child’s dress ; 
Miss Mears, book; Mr. W. L. George, bcoks ; 


Per Mrs. Hicks, 10s.; Miss Hadléy, 


duce—Butter, Eggs, Poultry, Potatoes, Fruit, . 
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-SUFFRAGISTS AND THE PRIME MINISTER 


“'To touch the Franchise for Men without granting the Franchise to Women would be 
a dishonour to Men as well as an injustice to Women, and would create a grave. 


situation.” —Joint letter from Suffrage Societies to the Prims Minister. 


‘We do not yet know the text of the Govern- 
ment’s Parliament and Registration Bill, which 
had not been introduced when we went to press, 
but enough has been said about it in the Lobby 
and the Press to justify the utmost vigilance on 
‘the part of all Suffragists. As we intimated in 
our last issue, some of the Suffrage Societies, in- 
cluding the United Suffragists, were quick in 
taking action ; others rapidly followed suit, and 
a letter was drawn up and sent to the Prime 
Minister last Tuesday, which ran as follows :— 


To the Rt. Honble. H..H. Asquith, M.P. 

Dear Sir,—The statements which have ap. 
peared in the Press with regard to the Parlia~ 
ment and Registration Bill, taken in conjunc- 
tion with Lord Lansdowne’s announcement in 
the House of Lords on November 4, of a Govern- 
ment measure to revise the electoral register, 
give Suffragists grave reason for apprehension 
as to the intention of the Government so to 
deal with the franchise as to bring in large num- 
bers of new male electors. We, the signatories 
of this letter, representing large bodies of Suf- 
fragists, feel that any attempt to touch the 
franchise for men without granting the franchise} ' 
to women would be a dishonour to men as well 
as an injustice to women, and would create ad 
grave situation. We therefore beg for a definite 
assurance from you, as the head of His Majesty’s 
Government, that if such a measure is drafted, 
women, whose claim to enfranchisement has been 
not lessened but intensified by the war and all 
that it-eptails of suffering and service, shall be 
Sincluded ini its provisions on equal terms with | 


We approach you im this way, being fully 
aware of the great pressure upon your time. 
But, faikgg a definite and satisfactory assurance 
from yo# upon the grave matter in question, 
we'should feel obliged to ask you to be good 
enough jo receive a deputation on the subject 
from representatives of our organizations, or to 
depute a Member of the Cabinet to receive us 
on your behalf.—We are, yours faithfully, 

(SIGNED) 
Barbara Ayrton Goul 
(Hon. United Suffragists.) 
E. Sylvia Pankhurst 
(Hon. Secretary: East London Federa- 
tion of the Suffragettes.) | 
C. Despard | 
(President : Women’s Freedom League ) 
airman: Free Churc e for 
Woman Suffrage.) 
Edith R. Mansell-MouHin 
(Hon. Secretary : Forward gear Suf- 
frage Union.).. 
M. Arncliffe Sennett i 


(President: ‘Northern Mén’s *Federe- 
tion. 
(Chairman: Actresses’ Franchise, 
B. Gadsby 
: (Chairman: The Catholic Women’s 


Suffrage Society.) 
Susan A. Villiers 
(Chairman: The Church League for 
Women's Suffrage.) ; 
J. Beanland 
(Hon, | : Manchester Men’s 
| League for Woman Suffrage.) 
i. M. Swanwick 
(Hon. Secretary: Women’s Inter- 
mational League.) 
Resa M. Barrett. 
Hon, Secretary: Irishwomen’s Fran- 
re chise Federation.) 
Anna ‘M. Haslam 
_ {President : Irishwomen’s Suffrage ‘and 
Local Government Association.) 
United Suffragists’ Office, 27, Chancery Lane, 


November 30, 1915. 


. OTHER SUFFRAGIST ACTION 
Northern Men's Federation 


addition to this joint letter, the following] 


| was elected upon its committee. 


communication was addrecsed to Sir John ‘Simon 
(who was announced last week as the mtroducer 
of the Bill), by Mrs. Arncliffe Sennett, on behalf 
of the Northern Men’s Federation for Women’s 
Suffrage : — 


Dear Sir,—I ‘have the honour to 
resolution ‘passed at a meeting of Edinbu ureh 
magistrates on Saturday... I am to respectfully 
emphasise the fact that the Northern Meni’s 
F tion for Women’s Snffrage will most strennu- 
ously oppose any measure of Franchise Reform 
which does not include women on equal terms with 
men, and to my out that they are entirely dis- 
satisfied that Asquith will give the eléctorate 
no opportunity of a mandate at the poils upon 
estion: The N.M:-F. cannot admit the right 

arliiament to enfranchise special groups of 
without first appealing te the electorate 
for’ permission to institute fancy franchises, and 
I. am to ask for your assurance that this will not 
be attempted.—Awaiting the favour of a reply, I 
am, yours obediently, M,. ARrnciirre-SENNETT. 


The Resolutions 
The resolutions enclosed ran as follows :— 


chise Parliamentary Register and Lord Lans- 
downe’s statement in the House of Lords on 
November 4 that ‘‘His Majesty’s Government 
must be assumed to be held vaaphinstile: ”” this meet- 
ing of Northern Men, while cordially agreeing with 
principle de yet declares: — 

Its unalterable determination to o pose any 
rekdipecees or increase of the Parliamentary 
Franchise which does not include equality of. fran- 
chise rights*for women. 

at women have shown a sufficient sense of 
courage, patriotism, and public spirit in the area 
of War, and in the hospitals, homes, and economic 
system of the United elon to warrant their 
emands for the Vote. 
8. That in view of these considerations and their 
I basuis sacrifices in the National Crises, the per- 
petuation of their outlawry is particularly un- 
generous and unjust. 


not in justice wNthold from them the rights that 
are or should -be-alhed-to public service. 

5. That to take advantage of the woman’s truce 
by ignoring their rights while increasing those -of 
men is to be a distinct incentive to fresh and un- 
agitation. 

That the Northern Men’s Federation is ‘not 
os copared to tolerate amy more betrayals of the 
oman’s Suffrage cause, and it calls upon the 
Government to .incerporate women in New 
Service Franchise on equal s ‘with men, and 
thus put an end to the long campaign of fifty 
years’ delayed justice ‘high has disgraced our 
litical sense of honour. (SIGNED 
m. Bruce L x, J.P., Councillor, Edinburgh. 
JOHN MoMrcnant, IP. (Witness) Edinburgh. 


In view of the rumours of a new Service Fran-. 


4. That a Government that ‘calls upon women to] 
subscribe to Public Loans and Public Service can-} 


The National Union of Women's Suffrage 
Societies 


The following letter appeared in the’ news-- 
papers last Monday :— 


Sir,—We ‘have seen in ‘the-Préss that fears have- 
been expressed that the Government Pariament- 
und Registration Bill will be equivalent to a man-- 
hood sutfrage measure, to the exclusion of women- 
We cannot believe these fears to be well founded, 
for we are convinced that it would be impossible for 
such a Government as this and in such a time as: 
the present to introduce a Bill fundamentally to. 
aiter the basis of the Parliamentary suffrage. We 
have, moreover, the definite protnise of the» Prime- 
Minister given to all the suffrage societies . in 
November, 1911, and reiterated, in his. place, in 
Parliament in January, 1913, that in any Bill in- 
troduced by his Government ‘fer the. extension. of” 
the Parliamentary franchise ‘‘a full and free- 
opportunity ’’ for the intreduction’ into’ it, by an 
amendment, of women’s suffrage should be afforded 
to Parliament. - 

This promise has never been redeemed, but it 
still holds good, and it must certainly bar ‘the way 
to the introduction by the Government of man 
suffrage under circumstances which would pre. 
clude any chance of ‘‘a full and free opportunity ’’ 
for the consideration of the claims of women to» , 
share in the privileges as they share in the burdens 
of citizenship. 

As is well known, the National Union of 
Women’s Suffrage Societies has suspended its ordi-- 
nary political activities in the sense that it is not~ 
pressing for a Bill for the enfranchisement of 
women during this time of national crises, but it 
has not abandoned its principles nor the right to 
take action should necessity arise. Alterations of” 
the franchise involving the contimued exclusion of” 
women would be the occasion for such action 
Yours, &c., 

Mirurcent Garrert Fawcett (President). 

Heten~na Aversaca (Hon. Treasurer). 

Evetyn M. L. (Hon. Secretary). 
Srracuety (Hon. Parliamentary Sec.). 
National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies. 


The East London Federation of the Suffragettes. 

Miss Sylvia Pankhurst also wrote to the: 
Prime Minister ‘on behalf of the East Londom 
Federation of the Suffragettes, reminding Mr. 
Asquith of his sympatheti¢é promise to the East- 
London deputation, last year (to give the -case- 
presented by ‘them his “ véty careful and mature 
consideration ”’) pointing ont ‘how ‘women are- 
suffering now from high prices, and how “ the 
injustice of excluding them from -enfranchise- 
ment becomes more seridus every day.” 


To the Editors of Votes ron ‘Women. 

Dear Editors,—I should like to be allowed an op- 

ortunity to express my views with regard to the 
| Brotwen ’s Tax Resistance League having suspended 
j its activities during the war. 

I attended the initial meeting of this society, and 
Immediately on 
| the outbreak of war, the committee met, and "T 
strongly urged the suspension of our work during 
the military and financial crisis which faced us, be- 
cause I felt that money should notbe expended upon 
the technicalities of Suffrage, but each’ in our own 
‘society should work for the abstract question of 
Votes for Women till the cessation of hostilities. 
It also seemed unwise to spénd money upon forms of 
resistance unless protest meetings could also be held. 
The committee felt that this p question 
should be submitted to the members, and a meeting 
was immediately called, to which all London 
members, as well as’ = rovincial, Seotch, and frish, 
were invited. A very keen and intensely interesting 


being taken, it was decided by a very small 
majority to suspend activities during the war, Our 
ion was published in the papers, and our 
absent members were circularised as to the result, 
During the years that I served upon the com- 
mittee I took part in many sales and protest meet- 
ings, but I never felt capable of giving advice to 
resisters with regard to the very tricky legal for- 
malities connected with tax resistance. This we 
left to our exceedingly able Secretary, Mrs. Kineton 
Parkes, and to our Honorary Advisor, Mrs. Ayres 
Purdie, who was always most generous in giving us 
the benefit of her expert knowledge. Both of these 
ladies have every point of tax resistance at their 
fingers’ ends, and, in order to make the position 
perfect] clear, and at the same time provide for the 
needs of. our members, we published a letter in your 


valuable paper to the following effect: “ Whereas 


debate took .place on this occasion, and, the vote | 


TAX RESISTANCE AND THE WAR 


members of the W.T.R.L. have been in the habit of 
having advice free from our Secretary, *we now re- 
commend them to write to Mrs. Ayres Purdie, who, 
on payment of a small fee, is prepared to :amswer all 
inquiries.” I believe, together with many leaders: 
of thought, that the work now being done by women 
in every phase of national need will ensure for them 
their future political recognition. 

Should this not be ‘the case, I hope the work of 
the Women’s Tax Resistance League will be at once 
resumed, when, as hitherto, no injustice in leg: 
tion affecting the taxation of women will be allowed 


TOMMY’S COOKER (27 


A Marve! of Simplicity and Usility. 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR OUR SOLDIERS. 


No risks. The fuel ‘ solidified. Wind will not blow out 
thé flame. Weight only 54 ounces. Obtatnable Everywhere. 
TOMMY’S COOKER COMPANY. Ltd., 

31, Great PorTLAND §r., Loxnos; w. 
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VOTES. FOR WOMEN, 


COMPARISON OF PUNISHMENTS 


LIGHT SENTENCES 
Assaults on Little Girls 


The North Deron Journal (October 
28) reports case of a cattle drover, 
aged 63, charged before the Barnstaple 
ugh Bench (Mr. F. A. Jewell, the 
Mayor, and Messrs. A. J» Reavell and 
A. Bradford) with indecent assaults 
mapon his littl grand-daughter; and 
-his grand-niece, aged 94. The second 
-charge was dismissed. 
Sentence: Six months’ hard labour. 


HEAVY SENTENCES 
False Pretences 
The Times (November 18) 
~case of an engineer charged at the 
Central Criminal Court with obtaining 
money on false pretences by getting 
himself ‘‘clocked in” when he was 
not in the He obtained 
double wages on a Sunday by being 
“clocked” in this way for six hours. 
Sentence: Twelve months hard 
labour. 


_ Knocking Out a Wife's Eye 
The Daily: Telegraph (November 23) 
reports. case of a man charged at 
“Brentford Police Court with knocking 
out his wife’s right eye in a fit of 
_ Sentence: Fined £5. 
J 


Fraudulently Obtaining 6d. 
The Morning Advertiser (November 
26) reports case of a labourer charged 
at the London Sessions before ; 


Wallace, K.C., with fraudulently ob- | 


taining credit for a meal worth six- 
pence: at a temperance hotel. There 
were previous slight convictions. 

Three months’ imprison- 
ment. 


Assaults on Soldiers’ Wives. 

«Phe Derby Daily: Teleqraph (Novem- 
“ber'6) reports case of a collier indicted: 
at Derbyshire Assizes for an indecent 


assault on a soktier’s wife, described ' 


“by the Judge as “an unprovoked 

_ assault on a perfectly decent and re- 

—spectable woman.” 

Sentence: ‘Zhree months’ hard 
lat 


r. 


. The Morning Advertiser (October 4) 
reports case of a Belgian china worker, 
‘charged at Street Police 

“Court before Mr. Mead, with im- 
properly assaulting a soldier's wife in 
yde Park. 
Sentence: Fined (under the Parks’ 
Act) £4. 


Frauds on Women 

. Fhe Times (November 18) 

case of a bookkeeper indicted at Man- 


chester Assizes before Mr. Justice Low | East 


with obtaining money from . various 
women. through matrimonial ‘adver- 
tisements. There were previous con- 
victions. 

Sentence: Eight years’ penal servi- 
tude. 


The Manchester Guardian (Novem- 
ber 23) reports case of a sham lieu- 
tenant charged at -Bristol Assizes with 
obtaining money by worthless cheques 
from various people, including a hotel 
proprietress. 

Five years’ penal servi- 


We have so often pointed out to; 
our readers the inequality of the sen- 
‘tences that are given in the Courts to 
‘offenders against person and property 
respectively, that the comparisons: 
contained in the above table may be: 
allowed to speak for themselves. With. 
teferencd, however, to the particu- 
larly brutal assault upon a wife, re- 
Sulting in the loss of her eye, which: 
was punished by a mere fine of £5, it. 
‘ts interesting to compare the different 
‘view taken by Mr. Justice Ridley, at 
. Manchester Assizes last week, of an 
‘accident to a bey engaged in manipu- 
- lating, a lithographic machine, which, 

netessitated the amputation of his 
‘finger. The damages against his em- 
‘ployer were assessed at £150. 

' Are we tod believe (1) that a boy is 
‘worth £145 more than a wife ; (2). that 
a finger is worth £145 more than an 


eye; or (3) that a man has a right to. 


damage his wife up to blinding her, 
which the law does not allow to an 
employer? Still, we must remember 
pate some magistrates. would allow a: 
aa to ei his wife about for con- 
‘siderably less thay £5; so perhaps, we 
cneeping up.” As Pinch wittily 
put it, not long ago, in commenting 
the “No Treating”  Order—a 
man has to pay £5 for treating. his 
wife, but he can ill-treat her for 5s.! | 


OVERWORKED GIRLS 

A paltry fine of £5, or in default 
thirteen days, ‘was imposed last. week 
in. the: case of a glass. factory owner, 
summoned at West’ Ham Police Court 
‘by the Home Office for five infractions 
of the Factories and@Workshops Act. 
It was stated by the Heme Office in- 
-spector that. the defen@ants had éin- 
‘ployed girls of between fourteen and 
fifteen years of age on some otcasions 


 .@8- leng as sixteen hours continuously | 


and during the night. | 
For the defence it was urged. that 
the firm was engaged on Government 
work, and it ‘was thought the infrac- 
tions of the Act might have been over- 
looked there as was done in other 
factories. (See report in Morning 
_ Advertiser of November 25.) 


- If the defendant was accurate in his 
statements, it appears, then, that it 
is a common. practice to work children 
—for, girls of fourteen and fifteen are 
children in all but the working classes 
—over Government work for sixteen 
hours on end, including night work. 
Even if this statement is exaggerated, 
the fact. remains that this overwork 
has certainly occurred in this one in- 
stance of the glass factory, while, as 
everybody knews, older women are 
out of work and cannot get work. 
It is an untenable: proposition that 
grown woman carinot do annealing 
(on which process these girls were en- 
"gaged) as well as, or better than, girls 
of fourteen. Children are employed 
while older women starve because child 
labour is cheap labour; and until 
women get the vote we suppose child 
labour will continue, 


THE MUNITIONS ACT 

An important memorial has been 
sent ta the Minister of Munitions by 
the Women’s Local Government 
Seciety, urging that the Munitions 
Aet. should be so amended as to pro- 
vide for the formation of a panel of 
specially qualified women, one of 
whom shall be appointed as an addi- 
' tional Assessor when the- conditions: of 
| women’s labour, or their right to leave 
| their* employment, are in question. 
The memorial further asks that if no 
such woman is available, the women 


woman factory, or insurance, or sani- 
tary inspector, be nominated to act in 
that capacity. The memorial is very 
extensively signed by well-known 
men and women, including the Bishop: 
of London, Sir William Chance, Mrs. 
Sidney Webb, Mrs. Humphry Ward, 
Sir Norman Lockyer, po many dis- 


tinguished Suffragists. 


The rayer has been issuéd 
by the Chure gue for Women’s 
Suffrage in view of the Three Days’ 
Intercession recommended by the 


Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
and. it is suggested that, where de- 


shall be entitled to require that a. 


‘WAR TIME INTERCESSION} 


| sired, it might be included in the 
‘forms of Intercession which will thén 


‘be used. 
The Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we heartily 
thank Thee.for the response of women 
‘to the manifold demands for service 
to the nation at this time. Prosper 
them, we beseech Thee, in all that 
they undertake, and grant that what- 
soever of fuller life, of greater honour, 
of worthier treatment should be their 
portion may be vouchsafed in answer 
to the faith and prayers of Thy people. 
Through Jesus rist our Lord. 
Amen.” 


EAST LONDON SUFFRA- 
GETTES 
First Annual Report 


E.L.F.8. (400, Old Ford Road, Bow, 
E., price twopence) makes very inte- 
resting reading. It is indeed an ac- 
count of the gallant fight for the en- 
franchisement of women, and i- 
ally of working women, which » Miss 
Sylvia Pankhurst has carried on in 
London and which has rightly 
made her name one to conjure by at 
that end of the town. Im addition, 
‘the report gives details of the relief 
work carried out by the Federation 
since war ‘broke out, together with 


little publication a human document 
rather tham an official report. It is 
well worth twopence. 


The first Annual Report of the|by Mr. 


photographs which help to make this. 


COMING EVENTS 

The Women's Freedom Ledgue-will 
hold a public meeting in St. George’s 
Vestry Hall, Hart Street, Blooms- 
bury, on ednesday, December 8, 
at 3.30 p.m. Speakers: Mr. George 
Francis on “Food Adulteration and 
Infant Mortality,” and Miss Nina 
Boyle. Admission free. 


Sir Lawrence Gomme, F.S.A., will 
lecture on “ Imperial London” at the 
International Women’s Franchise 
Club, 9, Grafton Street, Piccadilly, 
on W y, December 8, at 4. 
p-m. 


The Women’s Freedom will 
hold a Votes for Women Rally at the 
Bijou Theatre, 3, Bedford Street, 
Strand, on Sunday, December 5. Tea, 
3.15 te 3.50'p.m. Speeches at 4 p.m. 
Laurence Housman, 
and Mrs. Mustard. 


In aid of the International Suffrage 
Shop, Mr. Arthar Ponsonby, M-P.. 
will lecture on ‘“* When Peace Comes,” 
on Thursday, December 9, at ‘7.30 
p.m., at the Emerson Club, 19, Buck- 
ingham Street, Strand. 


The United Suffragists will hold a 
Christmas Sale at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on Friday and Saturday, 
December 10 and 11, from 3 till 10 
p.m. Proeeeds to be devoted to the 
arene Club. See pp. 75 
an 
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CLASSIFIED “ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Single insertion, 24 words or less, mae id. per word for every additional word (four insertions for 


All advertisements must be prepaid. To | 
ensure insertion in our next sssue, all ad- 
wertisements must be received not later than 


Tuesday morning. Address, the Advertise- | 


ment Manager, Votes ror Women, 27, 


Chancery Lane, W.C. 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


R. ARTHUR M.P. 
Lecture, “When ‘Peace Comes,” 

at Emerson Club, 19, Butkingham 

Street, Strand, Thursday, December 9, 

at 7.30 p.m, ‘Admiesion free, reserved 

seats a from International Suffrage 
Shop, 5, Duke Street, Adelphi, W.C. 


HE FORWARD -CYMRIC SUF- 
FRAGE UNION will have a ‘Stall 
at the Christmas Sale at the Central 
til, Westminster, on December 10 
and 11, 3-10 Eo "Goode for sale will 
be most than 
comforts for eoldiers, the wounded, and 
Prisoners of war. Also children’s 


clothes and toys, and fancy goods for 
Christmas gifts. Stallholders: Mrs. 
wards iss Norbury, and Mrs. 


Maneell-Moullin. Please send early to 
‘68, Wimpole Street, W. 


HE WOMEN’S FREEDOM 
LEAGUE announce a Votes for 
Women Rally at the Bijou Theatre, 3, 
Bedford Street, Strand. on Sunday after. 
noon, December 5. Speakers: Mr. Lau- 
rence Housman, Miss Nina Boyle, Mrs, 


Tanner, and Mrs. Mustard. ea, 3.15 
to 3.50 p.m. Be hes, 4 p.m. Admis- 
- gion free; ection Reserved seat 


tickets from Offices, 144, 
High Holborn, W.C., 1s. each. 


BOARD RESIDENCE, Etc. 


ABSOLUTE Privacy. ant 


Refinement, no. extras. 

Theatre,’ ladies will find the freshest, 

warmest,\ daintiest, .cosiest quarters;. 
eumptuous bedroom; and” ¢.” 
sweater fitted; breakfast, bath, attend- 
@nee, and lights, from 5s. pen- 
%%.; special terms long stay; 
finest English provisions. nageress, 

4788 Gerrard. 


T Loxpon. —Delightful 


training. 


RIGHTON. — TITCHFIELD 


, HOUSE, 21, Upper Rock Gardens, |. 
off Marine Parade. 


Good . table,..con- 
genial society: Terms from 25s. weekly. 
—Mrs. Gray, W.S.P.U. 


Hostel... for: 

Workers. and others. Beau- 
tiful peed garden; epecial rooms, with 
gas fire, for friends; oats to City ; ‘par- 
tial board from. lbs. —40, Highbury 
Grove, Highbury, N. 


TO BE LET OR SOLD. 


Fe ISHED HOUSE, Hampstead 


Suburb;. 2 sitt ing, 3 bed- 


bathroom and 


kitch en ; 


Way, Golder’s Green, N.W. 
NFURNISHED. —2. rooms and 
kitchen, gas, bath; suit 2 ladies in 
business; near xford. Cireus, 15s. 6d. 
r week.—Boris, 7,” Clipstone Btreet, 
reat Portland Street. 


T° LET, rooms in 
select house, near *bus and, Tube; 
bath, attendance; moderate inclusive 
terms; ladies only Eardley Cres- 
cent, Earl’s Court. 


PROFESSIONAL. 


po GIRLS seeking a: useful and 
attractive calling. Anstey College’ 
tor ‘Physical’ Training ‘and Hygiene,’ 
Erdington, Warwickshire, offers a full 
‘teachers’ training in physical culture, 
including Swedish educational 
medical gymnastics, dancin 
branches, indoor and ou 
ewimming, hygiene, anatomy, 
Good posts 


LAUNDRY. 
at YOUR SERVICE.—BEAVEN’S 


and 


oor games, 
phy 


in all 


fully received, especially 


Strand Imperial Hotel, opposite 


ND MARY LAYTON, F.R.C.O. GAINS! Slightly imperfect) hem- 
Voice Culture for Singers and | stitched Irish Linen. or 19) . Th 
and deliver by own vans, motor service, | Speakers. Private Lessons in Singing. | inches. Bundle of six, 2s. 11d.; postage e Best Artificial Teeth from. a. 
in all districts from Wimbledon to halet,” 2) Fulham Pr 3d. Bundle of Pamphlet. 
Family work only. May we call on sw. Roa No Show-case at door. 


‘C. Griff, Consulting Engineer, 


- Square, 
ton. 


ENGINEERING BOOLS 
EW Career f about HERBS, 
NEERING. Practical and theore- 64 TO: USE THEM, 


‘tical instruction all branches. Motor- 
ing, machinery, electric lighting.—Miss 
» Dover 
Street, Piccadilly. 


ELECTROLYSIS, Etc. 


ANTISEPTIC ELECTROLYSIS 


e only nent cure 
for Sen Superfluous Hair. Highest medical 
references. ial terms to those od 

in teaching, clerical work 
yultation free.-Miss Marion tisk 
Street, . Norfolk 


Telephone: $307 Padding- 


say, 


Herbalist, Read, Ca 


Heta bli 


J EWELLERY. 


HY KEEP USELESS JEWEKL- 
‘LERY? The large London market 
enables Robinscn Brothers, of 5, on ee 


stead Road, London, W., and 127, Fen- 
church Street, E.C., ive the best 
prices for Gold, Silve atinum, Dia- |. 
monds, Pearls, Silver Plate, 


Antiques, Old Teeth, ke. in any form, 
condition, or. quantity. Licensed valuers 
and appraisers. Telephone 2036 North. 
All offer or cash by ot 


SHOP EARLY! 


Now 


Our Xmas Bazaar—“ Venice in London ”— 


‘Bring the Children! 


PETER ROBINSON'S | 


STREET, LONDON, 


We now Close at 6 o’c. 


-Crépe de Chine 
BLOUSE 


Very smart Blouse 
in’ good quality 
Crépe de Chine—with | 


fashionable Sailor col. 


Jar and tie of same; i 
Ivory, Black and. 
all Leading Colours; | 
made in our own 


Special Value, 25/9 


Peter Robinson 


EDUCATIONAL 
DA-MOORE. —Lessons in Sin ing, 
Production, _Diction. Visits 
hton, Winchester weekly; West 


Studio. —153, Elm Park 
Pek Walk, London, S.W. 


\ ADIES’ MOTOR SCHOOL.— 

‘ The theory and’ practice of motor- 

ing efficiently taught by lady and 
instructors. Learn to “‘ tune 
Blac your own car.—2, St. Mary Abbott's 
Kensington, W. Tel. : Western 


ODERN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, 


Letchworth.—Principal; Mies Cart- 


ht, M.A.;, staff includes specialists 
University graduates; pu pre- 
pared for professional entrance exami- 
moorland air; home 
orts. 


BUSINESS. Etc. 


*| cost, by. reliable workmen. 


HRISTMAS Books and Booklets.—. 


Buy yours from the International 


‘Suffrage Shop, 5, Duke Street, Adelphi; 


Ww.c, Catalogue, 209° pages, free on 
application. ‘British toys,. made by 
E.1..F.8,, onsale. 


Alterations,’ Re 
pairs in good taste, at reasonable 
‘Hand-sten- 
cilled friezes a specialty. Our scope ex- 
tends from the cheapest to the highest 
class of work. Quotations and advice 
free, at any pence. —Horace Busby | 
(Member U.8.), 30, Woronzow Road, St. 
John’a Wood. Tel. 852 Hampstead. 
KINK DELICIUUS, SALU TARIS 
GINGER ALE. Absolutely” safé; 
made from distilled water. Ask~your 
er, or write Salutaris Company, 236; 
Fal ulham Road, S.W: (mep tion: 


ing this advertisement). 
ENTS’ HANDKERCHIEF BAR-. 


with. 


RAMOPHONE.—£25 Model Draw 


ing Room Cabinet, tt dain 

height 4ft, on wheels, beautifu ly inlai 

Eee ect tone, with selection of cé 
ted records; accept £5 I5s.; ey wens 


pleacura.—15, Up 
Street, Hyde Park, 


ADIES’ TAILOR. French Dress- 
maker from Paquin. Ladies’ own 
materials and remodelling made up. at 
moderate Best styles and 
7, Beauchamp Place, 8 


Printing of all 
m 


Court Road, W 
rate prices, 
"TAILOR-MADE COSTUMES, lated 
styles, from 3 guineas, to measn "2; 
best workmanship and emart pattern 
nteed.—H. Nelliesen, 14, Great 
itehfield Street, Oxford Circus, 
Patterns sent on application, . 


ANTED.—Ladies’ and Children’s 


left-off clothing of every descrip- 
tion; offers, or remitttance return. , 
—Madame ‘Cooper, 64, London Road, 
Croydon. 


VOTES FOR WOMEN AND A GOOD 
LAUNDRY. 


‘Good Work and Good Wages. 


THE 


BEACONSFIELD 


LAUNDRY, 


19, BEETHOVEN ST., KILBURN. 
RIGH CLASS WORK ONLY. 
SEND A POST CARD FOR PRICE LIST. 


No Hospitals or Hotel Contracts 
Taken. 


SELFRIDGE’S 


CHRISTMAS 
PUDDING « MINCEMEAT 
FRUITS. 


We bates been fortunate in our buyin g, 
and offer fruit of high quality at extremel y 
low cost. 


Per Ib. 
RAISIN®. Hand - picked 
Valencia. .Finest.Quality ...- 11d. 
Finest Creton ... ... 4d. 
Finest New 
Season’s Greek .. ... ... 4/8 
Fine Quality .. 21d. 
_CURRANTS. Finest 
Fine Quality 6d. 


Reduction of ld. on Parcels af 7-lbs. 


SELFRIDGE’S- 


PROVISION SECTIONS 


Tele) hone; Gerratd ONE, 
Goods Carriage Paid’in British Isles. 
& Co., Lrp.; Oxroup St., Loxpox, W. 


ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY 
“68, Uppér Street, London, N. 

MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Déntal Surgeon. 
Mr. FREDK. G. BOUCHER, ASsist, Dental Surgeon 
Established 35 years. 

Gas Administered daily, at 11 and 3, by 
4 Oualified Medical Man. - FEE 7s. 
A record of 30,000 successful eases. 
in attendance, Mechanical Prema in aie ite 
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